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Reno-Stead Airport Association, Inc. 
    Post Office Box 3948      Reno, Nevada 89505 

 

Fall 2015 
 

General Aviation Welcomes New Trustees 
 

July 11, 2015 
 
Dear GA Aviators and Supporters,  
 
Thank you . . . Thank you . . .  Thank you! 
 
With the appointments of three new trustees, Lisa Gianoli, Jenifer Rose and Jessica 
Sferrazza, to the Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority, General Aviation was given an 
excellent opportunity to showcase our contributions to the two Reno area airports and 
to our communities. The Reno Tahoe Aviation Group and the Reno Stead Airport 
Association sponsored a joint meeting introducing our new airport trustees to our 
General Aviation community. 
 
We reached out to our aviation groups for help in informing the new trustees about GA 
in the Reno-Tahoe area. The response was way above our expectations. All the 
representatives gave excellent presentations about their organizations and their 
involvement in General Aviation. After the meeting, many senior pilots commented 
that they learned about new organizations, and planned to join some of the groups 
represented. 
 
Our new trustees seemed very pleased with the presenters’ information. This gives GA 
a good foundation to build future rapport with the Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority. 
 
We would like to thank the following groups and presenters for their participation and 
help: 

 

(continued on page 2) 



2 
 

General Aviation Welcomes New Trustees (continued from page 1) 

 
Pathways to Aviation     Tom Hall 
RTAG August Fly-out        Karen Inda 
Civil Air Patrol (Senior Members)    Ted Rick     
                            (Cadets)          Collin Justis 
The 99’s                Jeanne Pierce 
Flying Doctors       Joe Durousseau 
Experimental Aircraft Association (EAA) 
   and Pilots ‘N Paws         Sandy Munns 
Reno Aviation Museum and  Shades of Blue       Douglas Ritter 
Angel Flight           Tom Porta 
Cinemark Signage Runway 34 L report                      Marilee Breternitz 
RTAA Engineering Department,   “Taxiway Charlie”   Dave Lazo 
Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association                    Bob Larkin 

 

Thank you to our new Trustees, Lisa Gianoli, Jenifer Rose and Jessica Sferrazza, for 
attending our meet and greet. We are all looking forward to a bright future for General 
Aviation at our two airports. 
 

 Reno Tahoe Aviation Group                        Reno Stead Airport Association 
 Bob Meurer, President                                  Tom Hall, President 
 

* * * 
$6.2 million in FAA grants to fund 

rural Nevada airports 
 

Reno Gazette-Journal 
July 16, 2015 

By Marcella Corona 
mcorona@ rgj.com 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
recently awarded more than $6.2 million 
in grants for improvements to rural 
Nevada airports. 
 

The grants will fund construction projects, 
new equipment, better runways and more 
safety measures at airports in rural 
counties, U.S. Senate Minority Leader 
Harry Reid said in an announcement 
Wednesday. 
 

“Transportation is vital to Nevada’s  
 

continued growth and these funds will 
help facilitate that expansion,” Reid said in 
a statement. “Improving and modernizing 
our rural airports is key to the economic 
success of each of our counties.” 
 

“I will continue to ensure every airport has 
the 21st century infrastructure it needs to 
expand rural economies and provide safe 
and convenient access to areas across 
Nevada.” 
 

More than $290,000 from the Federal 
Highway Administration is going toward 
a pilot program that would deploy peak 
season pricing and enforcement at rural 
tourist parking facilities in the Lake Tahoe 
State Route 28 Corridor. 
 

(continued on page 3) 
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Silver Springs Airport excited 
for new upgrades 

 

Mason Valley News 
July 19, 2015 

By Robert Perea 
rperea@masonvalleynews.com 

 

With the continued growth of the Tahoe 
Regional Industrial Center and the coming 
construction of USA Parkway, the Silver 
Springs Airport will become a much 
busier place. 
 

Monday morning, the airport celebrated 
the receipt of $600,000 from the Federal 
Aviation Administration that was 
sponsored by Lyon County with a special 
dedication ceremony. 
 

Those grants will enable increased traffic 
at the airport, which is projected to 
increase by five to seven times over the 
current 3,000 operations per year. These 
federal grants enabled the airport to 
develop two major projects that created 
approximately 60 construction jobs. The 
first project was increasing the size of the 
taxiway. The funds also provided for new 
hangar space and to revitalize and 
rehabilitate the existing runway, bringing 
it to optimum condition. 
 

“This dedication is an important first step 
in the development of the airport’s master 
plan,” Kay Bennett, owner and manager of 
Silver Springs Airport LLC, said. “The 
future of the airport is one of growth and 
expanding opportunities for the citizens of 
Silver Springs and Lyon County. As we go 
forward, our partnership with the FAA, 
Lyon County and Northern Nevada 
Development Authority will position the 
Silver Springs Airport to become a  
 

(continued on page 4 ) 

$6.2 million in FAA grants to  
fund rural Nevada airports 
 

(continued from page 2 ) 
 

Nine airports are expected to receive  
funding for improvements. That includes 
Minden-Tahoe Airport, which will receive 
$1,359,375 for the rehabilitation taxiway 
and apron pavement.  
 

Derby Field Airport, nearly 87 miles 
northeast of Reno, is set to receive $600,000 
for its runways, pavements and vertical 
and visual guidance systems, making the 
airport more accessible to pilots. 
 

Fallon Municipal Airport is also set to 
receive $150,000 to help fund its runway 
rehabilitation. 
 

The grants are the latest funding to help 
improve state airports and transportation 
systems, officials said in a news release. 
Last year, Reid announced more than $9.1 
million in FAA grants for updates to 
airports. In 2012, Reid also helped pass the 
FAA Reauthorization Act, which saved 
more than 280,000 jobs by updating air-
traffic control systems to meet modern 
standards, officials said. 
 

* * * 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Thanks 
to Reno-Stead Airport Manager  

Mike Dikun  
and the Reno-Tahoe  

Airport Authority for  
their generous contribution  

which enables 
RSAA to host the  

Annual Tenants’ BBQ  
Each Year. 
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Stratospheric glider aces test flight 
 

The Record-Courier 
Staff Reports 

September 27, 2015 
 

A glider designed to fly to 90,000 feet had 
its first test flight on Wednesday. 
 

The Perlan II was towed into the air by a 
Soaring NV Pawnee piloted by Silvio 
Ricardi, at the Minden-Tahoe Airport. 
 

Airbus Group Director of 
Communications James Darcy said 
Wednesday’s flight was successful. “It 
went exactly as anticipated,” he said, 
thanking NV Soaring for its support. 
 

The Perlan II will now return to Redmond 
manufacturer RDD Enterprises for the 
completion of the instrumentation and 
oxygen systems. It is expected to return to 
Minden-Tahoe Airport during the winter 
where tests will be conducted in the Sierra 
Wave. 
 

According to Perlan II sponsor Airbus, the 
glider’s predecessor, the Perlan I, set a 
record altitude of 50,722 feet on August 30, 
2006. 
 

Darcy said Einar Enevoldson discovered 
that there were rising columns of air in 
certain places in the world that interact 
with the polar vortex. “It propels those 
stratospheric mountain waves to 130,000 
feet, and he set out to ride those waves.” 
 

Aviation adventurer Steve Fossett and 
Enevoldson broke an altitude record, but 
found that controlling the Perlan I was 
difficult while wearing pressure suits. 
 

“While everyone will be happy to see a 
 

(continued on page 5 ) 

Silver Springs Airport excited 
for new upgrades 
 

(continued from page 3 ) 
 

regional aviation hub.” 
 

One key component for Silver Springs 
Airport is its strategic location and how it 
can serve the Tahoe Reno Industrial Cen-
ter. Being the largest industrial park in the 
world, the airport will provide the 
aviation needs to TRIC and attract others 
in the aviation industry making an 
enormous economic impact on the region. 
 

”I am honored to be part of the Silver 
Springs Airport dedication,” Lt. Gov. 
Mark Hutchinson said. “I would like to 
compliment Silver Springs Airport owner 
and manager Kay Bennett and the airport 
staff as well as Lyon County for their 
efforts and the resulting opportunities 
they will be providing for Northern 
Nevada. Their vision will undoubtedly 
have far reaching positive effects on the 
region’s economic development and the 
countless jobs affiliated with it.”  
 

The Silver Springs Airport was built by the 
U.S. Army Air Forces in 1942, and was 
known as the Lahontan Airstrip. It was 
originally an emergency landing airfield 
for military aircraft on training flights. In 
1989, Kay and Hale Bennett purchased the 
airport lease and worked tirelessly to 
develop it into the fully operating general 
aviation airport that it is today. The Silver 
Springs Airport shares a public-private 
partnership with Lyon County. As the 
master plan is completed, the Silver 
Springs Airport projects to see a growth 
from 3,000 operations annually to an 
estimated 15,000 to 20,000 operations. 
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Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority 
Seeks Members for New 

Community Outreach Committee 
 

October 1, 2015 
 

The Reno-Tahoe Airport Authority Board 
of Trustees invites you to join a new 
committee that will enhance regional 
cooperation for the support of new air 
service and business development 
opportunities at Reno-Tahoe International 
Airport. 
 

The new Community Outreach Committee 
(COC) will meet quarterly and make 
recommendations to the Airport Board of 
Trustees on airport plans and initiatives. 
They are seeking members from the 
business community, tech companies, 
tourism, education, transportation, local 
government and more to create a diverse  
committee that represents entities from 
Reno, Sparks, Washoe County, Lake Tahoe 
and the rural areas that are served by the 
RNO airport. 
 

Reno-Tahoe International Airport 
generates $2 billion per year for the local 
economy. Every business and resident 
benefits from a well-run airport that offers 
great air service. The new COC will work 
to build the region's understanding of the 
importance of air service while supporting 
new flights and economic development for 
the region. 
 

A COC application should be filled out by 
your appointee before noon on October 21, 
2015. If you have any questions, please do 
not hesitate to contact RTAA’s COC staff 
representative, Brian Kulpin, at (775) 328-
6401. Email the completed form to 
publicaffairs@renoairport.com. 

Stratospheric glider aces test flight 
 

(continued from page 4 ) 
 

new record, the driving motivation behind  
this project is science,” Darcy said. “We'll 
be able to collect really important data.” 
 

The company proposes to fly to the edge 
of the Earth’s atmosphere in 2016, which 
would set a new world altitude record for 
wing-borne flight. 
 

* * * 
Nevada Sees Limited Drone 

Industry Growth 
 

Reno Gazette-Journal 
Today’s Briefing 
August 29, 2015 

 

An airport manager says the Federal 
Aviation Administration is partially to 
blame for the state’s drone industry not 
taking off as many predicted it would. 
 

The Nevada Appeal reported that Reno-
Stead Airport manager Mike Dikun said 
during a Wednesday breakfast meeting of 
the Northern Nevada Development 
Authority that the FAA was more reactive 
than proactive, and was slow to make 
rules. 
 

Dikun said this may be partially why the 
industry hasn’t taken off in Nevada, one of 
about a handful of test sites the FAA 
designated last summer. 
 

The FAA grants exemptions for drone 
operations. Dikun said 1,244 were issued 
as of August 18, 2015, with 400 of those 
approved in the month before. 
 

He said the state is exploring  the potential 
to expand its drone industry, including 
possible agreements with NASA. 
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In Memorium 

 
Christian Scott Seher 

 

1968 - 2015 
 

Chris Seher passed away on September 6, 2015, from an accidental drowning in the 
Long Beach Harbor. Chris was born at St. Mary's Hospital in Reno on September 29, 
1968. He was almost 47 years old.  
 

Chris attended local Reno schools including Reno High School and graduated from 
UNR. He was a member of the SAE fraternity during college.  
 

Chris served in the Nevada Air National Guard and the California Air National Guard 
for a total of 27 years. He retired as a Lt. Col. in 2013. He completed pilot training in 
July 1994 and returned to Reno to fly the RF-4C Phantom and later the C-130 Hercules. 
He later transferred to the California Air National Guard at Fresno and flew the F-16 
Fighting Falcon for 16 years. He flew fighter cap over the city of Los Angeles just hours 
after the 9/11 attacks. He also deployed several times to the Middle East to enforce the 
no-fly zones in Iraq. He was deployed to Bahrain, for Desert Storm as a crew chief. 
 
Chris was also a pilot for American Airlines for 17 years. He flew the Boeing 727 as 
flight engineer and as co-pilot on the Super 80, Boeing 757 and Boeing 767.  At the time 
of his death, he was in training as an American Airlines captain on the Airbus A-320.  
 
Chris enjoyed all outdoor activities including skiing, windsurfing, scuba, fishing, 
hunting and camping. He flew private aircraft his entire life including his custom RV-8, 
built by his parents. Chris’s true passion was flying and contact with his many friends.  
 

Chris is survived by his parents, Scott and Trisha Seher, his fiancee Gina Cafarelli,  
grandmother Madge Seher and grandfather John Paszek. Aunts and uncles include 
Tom (Julie) Paszek, Mary (Todd Schacht) Paszek, Janet Seher, and Beverly (Dan) 
Devereux. He is also survived by numerous cousins and many close and loyal friends. 
He is predeceased by his grandfather Clarence Seher and grandmother Patricia Paszek.  
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David Howell Regan 
 

1935 - 2015 
 

David Howell  Regan, 80, died July 16, 2015 at his home in Reno, Nevada, after a brief 
illness. 
 

Born in Atlanta, Georgia, the son of David Reid and Mary Frances (Golson) Regan, he 
would later move to several cities in his adult life, spending the majority of his youth in 
Selma, Alabama. He attended Stark University School in Montgomery, Alabama but 
returned to Selma to graduate from Albert G. Parrish High School in 1952; He attended 
Alabama Polytechnic Institute (Auburn University) during which he was active in Air 
Force Reserve Officers Training Corps (ROTC), Scabbard and Blade, and Arnold Air 
Society. 
 

Serving in the United States Air Force for ten years, Dave flew B-47 Stratojets and B-57 
Camberras as a pilot and had over 75 combat missions in Viet Nam. He was the 
recipient of several medals including the Distinguished Flying Cross. In 1967, he 
became an airline pilot for United Airlines, retiring 30 years later. He was an active 
member of the Airline Pilots Association during that period. 
 

Dave had many interests throughout his life, but the ones most cherished were college 
football (following his beloved Auburn Tigers), coin collecting, golf and building 
models. He was known for his sense of humor and great storytelling. He even wrote 
poems and songs, the most memorable for a high school reunion. Dave was passionate 
and loyal to his friends and the things he loved most. The three words that would sum 
up his life would be: Auburn, Military and Flying. David’s place of interment will be at 
Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia. 
 

Dave is survived by his children, Lisa Regan Browner (Todd) of Nashville, Tennessee 
and Col (Ret.) Michael David Regan (Lorraine) of Alexandria, Virginia; along with his 
granddaughters, Elizabeth Ann Browner arid Katherine Lee Browner of Nashville and 
Aurora Dawn Lewis of Alexandria. He also leaves his sister, Reid Regan Morrill of 
Phoenix, Arizona, and several nephews and nieces: Michael Morrill, David Morrill, 
Ellen Morrill Poultridge, Stacy Morrill Bowdren, Susan Morrill and Carol Morrill Selby. 
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Frank Curry Stokes, M.D. 
 

1927 – 2015 
 

On a beautiful Saturday afternoon overlooking Lake Tahoe, surrounded by his children, 
88-year-old Frank Curry Stokes M.D., went home with Jesus on August 22, 2015. 
 

Born on the 4th of June 1927, Frank grew up in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, where he was 
the son of Edgar and Mittie Stokes. Twenty-two years later, he graduated from the 
University of Miami with a Bachelor of Science (Pre-Med) and in 1953 he graduated 
from the University of Louisville, School of Medicine, and became a third-generation 
family doctor. 
 

Feeling the call to service, this newly graduated M.D. joined the United States Air Force 
and became a flight surgeon. Captain Stokes finally arrived at Stead Air Force Base in 
Reno, Nevada, and he knew that this was the place he wanted to call home. 
 

Dr. Stokes began his private family practice in Sparks, Nevada, and served the 
community in education as President of Washoe County School Board and public 
health as Chairman of the Washoe County Board of Health. He was active in many 
service clubs including the Masonic Lodge and Kerak Shrine. 
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Robert E. Stephan 
 

1940 – 2015 
 

Robert E. “Bob” Stephan was born to L.A. and Rose Stephan in Boise, Idaho, April 17, 
1940. Bob had a loving, caring and compassionate nature along with good business 
sense. It was these attributes that led to a life dedicated to enhancing the lives of family, 
friends and community.  
 

After attending Idaho State University, Robert set out to Nevada where he eventually 
purchased and became a principal owner of the Carson City Nugget Casino. After a 
brief retirement, Bob was ready to get back to work, and he and his father created Great 
American Airways. Bob was a visionary and as President, nurtured his charter airline to 
grow from 2 airplanes in 1979, with regular service on the west coast, to providing 
transportation to professional sports teams, presidential candidates, training platforms 
for the Federal Government and full airline services to foreign countries around the 
world with a fleet of aircraft by the 1990’s.  
 
All these accomplishments aside, Bob Stephan was most proud of these ventures for 
growing, employing and helping hundreds of local families in the Carson City, Reno 
area for decades. 
 

Along with Bob’s passion of building businesses he also greatly enjoyed building cars, 
trucks and motorcycles. Although there are many highlights, awards and trophies 
which attest to his creativity and attention to detail, there are some that stand out above 
the rest. For instance, his breaking a world land speed record at Bonneville Salt Flats in 
a custom racer he built and named “Salt Shark.” Also, second to none, were the Hot 
Rods presented to anticipating crowds at Hot August Nights. He is sure to be sorely 
missed. 
 

Robert E. Stephan passed peacefully, Sunday, July 19, 2015, after an unexpected illness, 
with his family by his side. Mr. Stephan was preceded in death by his mother Rose, 
Father L A., a brother Jack and a sister Susan. He is survived by a sister Linda, a brother 
Kris, and a nephew Keir along with daughters Elizabeth and her husband Dan and 
Kimberly and her husband Chris. He was the proud grandfather to April, Zackary, 
Caitlin, Cody, Christian, Jane and Robert. He was also a beloved great grandfather to 
Baylie and Samantha. 
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 AS I AGE, I REALIZE . . .  

 
1.  I talk to myself, because sometimes I need expert advice. 
2.  Sometimes I roll my eyes out loud. 
3.  I don’t need anger management. I need people to stop pissing me 
    off. 
4.  My people skills are just fine. It’s my tolerance of idiots that 
    needs work. 
5.  The biggest lie I tell myself is “I don't need to write that down, I'll 
    remember it.” 
6.  When I was a child, nap time was punishment. Now it’s like a 
    mini vacation. 
7.  The day the world runs out of beer and wine is just too terrible 
    to think about. 
8.  Even duct tape can’t fix stupid, but it can muffle the sound! 
9.  Wouldn’t it be great if we could put ourselves in the dryer for 
    ten minutes; come out wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller. 
10. If God wanted me to touch my toes, he would’ve put them on my 
    knees. 
11. When the kids text me “plz” which is shorter than please, I text 
    back “no” which is shorter than “yes”. 
12. At my age “Getting lucky” means walking into a room and  
    remembering what I came in there for. 

 

 

 

 

 

* * * 
I was a female pro pilot before female airline pilots. I was and am a girly girl. If men made off-color comments, I 

gave it right back. I was never a victim and had respect. I am sick of whiny victimized women and disappointed 

by the reaction of other Republican candidates to Donald Trumps’ honesty. 

— Women need big boy pants in Waukee 
Des Moines Register 
Your 2 Cents’ Worth 

July 23, 2015 

 

 

 

 


